
SEPTEMBER 2015 MARY BALL WOMAN’S CLUB

President’s Message 
Welcome back from our summer break of meetings 
and activities. In this newsletter you will find 
September dates and some plans for our coming year. 
We are starting the year running so I hope you have 
had wonderful summer vacations! Hopefully you have 
been saving your recycling totals for paper, glass, 
aluminum, and plastic. You can add them to the sign 
in sheet at our September meeting. 

The Fall District meeting is Saturday September 19th. 
We sent out an email about this earlier this month but 
just as a reminder: This is before our monthly 
meeting. We will have a table to sell things at the 
marketplace before the meeting starts and again 

during lunch. The cost is 30.00 for the lunch. The club pays your registration. There are choices for 
lunch, pork, vegetarian or chicken. The call for the meeting has gone out and I need to send in our 
club count by September 1st along with your check made payable to Northern District GFWC. For 
those of you who are attending please get your checks to me ASAP if you have not already done so. 
I hope we will have a great turn out for this meeting! The Fall District meeting is one of my favorites! 

SEPTEMBER  MEETING 
We will meet at the Evergreens on Wednesday September 23rd at 6:00 pm for eats and greets. The 
meeting begins at 6:30pm. Hostesses this month are Marty Monts, Becca Simmons, and Jan Wright-
Weimer. We will be reviewing our year, selecting committee groups, and installing new members! 
Come prepared to join in and share your knowledge with everyone. 

OCTOBER MEETING PROJECTS 
At our October meeting we will be dividing into groups and making care bags for the teachers of 
Spotswood Elementary School to be given out during National  Education Week. The bags will 
include black expo markers, post it notes, a candy bar, bottle of water, pack of tissues, and a few other 
things a teacher always uses and has to purchase with her own money! This suggestion came from 
our head of Education Committee Peggy Schlegelmilch. What a fantastic way to show our support to 
this under appreciated group of educators! If you would like to donate something for these care bags 
please do your shopping now while these things are on sale and bring them to our September 
meeting. 

Marty Monts 
President 
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NEWSLETTER

STATE FAIR OF VIRGINIA WORKERS 
The state fair of Virginia is coming up September 25th thru October 4th. GFWC of Virginia has been asked to 

send volunteers to oversee the school buses from 9 till 11am. After the students go with their teachers inside the 
gates our job is finished and we are able to enjoy the rest of the day at the fair for free. We also get a GFWC 

volunteer fair pin! Last year a group of us went and had a grand time. Won't you join us this year?   
Talk to Jan Wright-Weimer for more details.
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GOOD BYE DANALU!
A bunch of club women got together to give Danalu a 
send-off! It was bitter sweet! An enjoyable evening of 
laughter and fun and memories shared. Madalin wrote 
a beautiful poem and shared it and we have shared it 
here with all of you. Danalu has been such a wonderful 
light in this organization for so many years. We will 
truly miss her. We wish her well in her adventures on 
the other side of the country and know that she will 
find happiness close to family there. Keep us in your 
heart Danalu, as you will always be a part of ours!

Here is Madalin’s poem that 
she wrote and read to Danalu.

Rules of Engagement 

First time this term surfaced 
I thought of romance. Wrong. 
Engaging the enemy with 
armament in times of conflict 
were termed engagements. 

Only a man could coin a 
term so endearing to a woman 
and have it mean conflict. On 
second thought, my engagements 
resulted in all sorts of conflict. 

Pity there were no rules. Wait, 
maybe there are or should be 
rules. Perhaps Victorians had  
something with their mores 
regarding the behavior of a lady.  

Not a chaperon, but restraining 
desires of the physical nature 
might induce a more pleasant out 
come. Then I remembered we did 
just that in the sixties; at least I was 

brainwashed into believing good  
girls didn’t give in until marriage.  
Years later I decided it had been a  
mistake. Marriage without some 
experimenting became like buying 

grapes without tasting - a sour affair. 
Supermarkets will arrest a grape taster  
for shoplifting if caught sampling them  
before purchase. Maybe it is time for a  
fresh look at rules of engagement. 

Men who sample the wares outside of 
marital bliss are considered macho even 
if one or more parties have a spouse. Isn’t 
that breaking the law, at least God’s law? 
So, it is not alright to taste a grape, but 

it is alright to taste another’s grape. The 
rule of engagement, therefore, must be to 
“follow desires but do not get caught.”  
Wonder if that would work on the battlefield  
as well as the bedroom. Shoot don’t tell.  
  
m. e. jackson
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Treasurer 
DANALU KERR 
Ladies, 

As you know I am leaving for Seattle the end of August so will give my best wishes for a wonderful 
year. I will miss everyone, but will keep you up to date on where I land. 

Friends forever! 

~Danalu 

Home Life 
DONNA ELLIOTT  - CHAIR 

School Dressing Days 2015 event went very well with 1,144 students being served.  MBWC club 
members, spouses, and family members that volunteered their time and efforts included Suzie and 
Bill Smith, Jan and Vince Weimer, BJ and Norman McCullough, Peggy Schlegelmilch, Pat Rowe, Joe 
Powell, Nettie Merritt (Donna’s mother), and Donna and Bill Elliott.  The Interfaith Community 
Council/School Dressing Days committee (ICC/SDD) are very grateful for the participation by 
MBWC members and family.  The ICC/SDD and students that were served also want to express their 
deep appreciation for the $500 donated by MBWC - to help purchase the school supplies. The 
generosity and support of MBWC helped to make SDD 2015 a very successful event! 

I also found this, “The Black Dot” to be comforting and inspirational so I wanted to share it with all of 
you. 

One day, a professor entered the classroom and asked his students to prepare for a surprise test. They 
all waited anxiously at their desks for the exam to begin. The professor handed out the exams with 
the text facing down, as usual. Once he handed them all out, he asked the students to turn over the 
papers. To everyone’s surprise, there were no questions - just a black dot in the center of the sheet of 
paper. The professor, seeing the expression on everyone’s faces, told them the following: “I want you 
to write about what you see there”. The students, confused, got started on the inexplicable task.  At 
the end of the class, the professor took all the exams, and started reading each one of them out loud, 
in front of all of all the students. All of them, with no exception, defined the black dot, trying to 
explain its position in the center of the sheet. After all had been read, the classroom silent, the 
professor started to explain: “I’m not going to grade you on this, I just wanted to give you something 
to think about. No one wrote about the white part of the paper. Everyone focused on the black dot- 
and the same happens in our lives. We have a white piece of paper to observe and enjoy, but we 
always focus on the dark spots. Our life is a five given to us by God, with love and care, and we always 
have reasons to celebrate - nature renewing itself everyday, our friends around us, the job that 
provides our livelihood, the miracles we see everyday… However, we insist on focusing only on the 
dark spot - the health issues that bother us, the lack of money, the complicated relationship with a 
family member, the disappointment with a friend. The dark spots are very small when compared to 
everything we have in our lives, but they’re the ones that pollute our mind. Take your eyes away from 
the black dots in your life. Enjoy each one of your blessings, each moment that life gives you. Be 
happy and live a life filled with love!” 

- Donna 
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Women’s History and Resource Center 
MADALIN BICKEL  - CHAIR 

HOPE HOUSE CHRISTMAS TREE - 
The Mary Ball Woman’s Club will be donating a decorated Christmas tree for Tree of Hope 2015. This 
is the Loisann’s Hope House’s biggest fundraiser and we will be taking part in the fundraiser. The 
purpose of Hope House is to take homeless women and children off the street and put them back on 
their feet. Last year we were able to help one homeless family receive assistance. This will continue 
our club’s dedication to helping temporary homeless women. 
  
The theme of our tree will be “Christmas Legends.” The tree will be the standard three foot artificial 
tree provided by Hope House. We will provide the miniature lights and decorations. I will host three 
workshops at my house: September 30th, October 21st, and November 4th from 11 - 2. The first 
workshop will include planning, some making of decorations, and lunch (provided by me). At the 
second workshop we will make the rest of the decorations. On November 4 we will decorate the tree. I 
am going to enlist the help of my son and grandson to help me deliver the tree on November 8.  I only 
need about three or four members to actually make the decorations. I will have supplies and 
instructions for you. 
  
I will need the club to approve just enough money for some basic supplies, the lights, and a gift 
certificate for the basket under the tree. No more than $100.00 as I will be providing the rest. I hope 
our tree will sell for well beyond $200.00. 
  
Please visit www.hopehouseva.org to learn more about this community project. 
  
TOUR OF THE MARY BALL WASHINGTON HOUSE -  
The Mary Ball Woman’s Club will be touring the Mary Ball house on Lewis street at 11 am September 
16th. Please let me know if you are interested in participating in the tour. It will $4.00, payable at the 
door (if we have at least ten participants). This would be a great opportunity to bring a perspective 
new member before our September orientation meeting. 
  
Finally - 
The Fredericksburg United Methodist Church will have their bazaar in the church fellowship hall on 
November 7, 2015. Please mark your calendars. There are wonderful handmade items for the home 
as well as Christmas decorations and gifts. We always have a wonderful baked goods section. Lunch 
is also available. More information will be available at MBWC meetings. 
 
Madalin Bickel 
WHRC Chair 
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NEW MEMBERS! 

We had 4 new members join our club as a result of our Paint and Partake Fundraiser and 
membership drive! It was a huge success. Thank you so much to everyone who volunteered to 
help make this event happen. A big thank you to Alice Stone for the fantastic Painting lessons, 
tools and great fun. We really came together as a club to make this a success! Welcome to all our 
new members. We can’t wait to officially welcome you all in our September meeting. 

Welcome: Diane Adlhoch-Greenberg, Michele Harlow, Elizabeth Louis-Ferdinand, and Deborah 
Rodriguez!
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Communications 
AMANDA MILLER - CHAIR 
The Newsletter is doing great! If there is something you would like 
to see in the newsletter please let me know. Suggestions are always 
welcome. If it is possible, I will try to incorporate it. 

Facebook - I have been looking into possibly changing the format 
of our Facebook page. From a simple page to a Group. So those of 
you who are Facebook Savvy start thinking about your Pros and 
Cons to this change. 

Also, I am looking into the idea of getting business cards made up 
for the group to hand out as promotional items. So if you are 
speaking to people about our club you can give them a business 
card with our website and Facebook page information on it! That 
will allow us an easier and cost effective way of promoting the club 
and getting the word out! 

Finally - Our Website. I am still working on getting myself on a 
schedule of updating the website on a more consistent basis. I 
want to make sure that it stays current and relevant at all times. 
I’m getting there. I may need to enlist some admins to help along 
the way!  

~Amanda 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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

Dory Coble- Sept 14 
(Honorary Member) 

Diane Adlhoch-Greenberg - 
Sept 20 

Madalin Bickel - Sept 25 
 
If we have forgotten your birthday please 
let us know so we can update our records! 

Welcome Back! Time to get 
back in the swing of things! 

• Our Meeting is Sept 23 at 
Evergreens 6pm 

• Bring Your Recycling Totals 

• Get with Madalin about the 
Mary Ball Washing House 
Tour

SEPTEMBER 
HIGHLIGHTS

REMEMBER! 

Just a reminder to keep working on your Arts & Crafts for 
2015-2016.  Also keep saving those medicine bottles.   Please 
wash them and make sure they are clean and dry.   Thank 
you.    

TRIVIA QUESTION: GFWC clubs are estimated to have started 
between what percent of the public libraries in the United States?  
a. 35-40%        b. 55-60%        c. 65-70%        d. 75-80%  
Find the answer at the bottom of the Community Bulletin Board at the end of the newsletter!
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CALENDAR 

Sept 6   Jan’s Summer Cookout 
   At 2pm 

Sept 16  Tour of Mary Ball Washington’s House 
   At 11am 

Sept 19  Fall District Meeting 
   Piedmont Club, Haymarket, VA 

Sept 23  Monthly Meeting at The Evergreens 
   At 6pm 

Sep 25  Articles due for October Newsletter! 

Sept 25-Oct 4 State Fair of Virginia Volunteer Event 
   9am-11am Contact Jan Wright-Weimer for details

Mark Your Calendars! 
Important upcoming dates and reminders:

Helpful Hint! Cut out this bubble and post it somewhere you can refer to easily! Or share with a friend!

Mary Ball Woman’s Club 
How to reach us: 

Email:  maryballwomansclub@outlook.com 

Website: http://maryballwomansclub.wix.com/maryball 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/maryballwomansclub 

GFWC Website: http://www.gfwc.org/

mailto:maryballwomansclub@outlook.com
http://maryballwomansclub.wix.com/maryball
https://www.facebook.com/maryballwomansclub
http://www.gfwc.org/
mailto:maryballwomansclub@outlook.com
http://maryballwomansclub.wix.com/maryball
https://www.facebook.com/maryballwomansclub
http://www.gfwc.org/
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Final Reminders: 
Do not forget to save your medicine bottles. Clean and dry them and save 
them for Shirley Main! 

Welcome our new members. Send a card or an email. Just say hi and 
welcome. Let them know how happy we are to have them as part of our 
club!  

Keep track of your recycling!  

Support our local heritage by visiting and/or donating to our wonderful 
local museums and estates!  

Please bring your box tops for education to the meeting and give them to 
Rebecca Simmons. She will keep a total amount for us so we will know 
how much we give to Spotswood Elementary each year.

What is 
the month 

of Sept? 
National Childhood 
Cancer Awareness 

Month 

National Guide 
Dog Month 

National Hispanic 
Heritage Month 

National Honey 
Month 

National 
Preparedness 

Month 

National Prostate 
Awareness Month 

National Recovery 
Month 

National 
Wilderness Month 

Orthostatic Tremor 
Awareness Month

Community Bulletin Board 
• Sunday September 6th is Jan’s Summer Cookout! It is sure to be a lot of fun! 

Please plan on coming and RSVP to Jan as soon as you can so she can plan on 
the right amount of food to have. 

• This is the place for all club members to make personal announcements, if you 
have announcements, events, prayer requests, items for sale, in search of 
items, or just some community FYI please send it in to Amanda Miller at 
amandamiller74@hotmail.com and put in the header Community Bulletin 
Board!  

A Little Laughter is good for the soul! 

Here are a few funnies courtesy of my 6 year old daughter! Sure to make you smile! 

Q: What do you get from a pampered cow?  
A: Spoiled milk.  

Q: If Mississippi bought Virginia a New Jersey, what would Delaware?  
A: Idaho... Alaska!  

Q: Did you hear about that new broom?  
A: It's sweeping the nation! 

Trivia Question Answer: The answer is d. 75-80%! Pretty Amazing Right?

mailto:amandamiller74@hotmail.com
mailto:amandamiller74@hotmail.com
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Mary Ball Womans Club 
C/O Marty Monts -President  
20 Fox Run Ln 
Fredericksburg VA 22405

Please Deliver To:

Mary Ball Womans Club 

Email:  maryballwomansclub@outlook.com 

Website: http://maryballwomansclub.wix.com/maryball 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/maryballwomansclub 

a proud member of the GFWC(General Federation of Womens clubs) For more information visit 
www.GFWC.org

mailto:maryballwomansclub@outlook.com
http://maryballwomansclub.wix.com/maryball
https://www.facebook.com/maryballwomansclub
http://www.GFWC.org
mailto:maryballwomansclub@outlook.com
http://maryballwomansclub.wix.com/maryball
https://www.facebook.com/maryballwomansclub
http://www.GFWC.org

