
MAY 2015 MARY BALL WOMAN’S CLUB

President’s Message 
Hello Ladies, 
I have just returned from the state convention in 
Richmond. It was great to meet with so many of the 
woman from around the state of Virginia and learn 
about all the wonderful things that the other clubs 
in our state are doing to “LIVE THE VOLUNTEER 
SPIRIT”! We won a state award in Woman's History 
for all the work that was done in producing the DVD 
that was shown during our 50th anniversary 
luncheon. There are many people to thank for all 
their efforts in making this DVD and also to 
Madalin Bickel for doing a fine job of writing the 
report to submit. Well done everyone! 

Did you know that at one time there were over 850,000 women in GFWC?  Now our numbers are a 
little more than 100,000. (I think that is the figure I remember from our convention this weekend.) 
       
I think we can all agree that increasing membership is extremely important. Our Paint and Partake 
Membership Bring a Friend Party on June 28 from 2 till 6 will be our first this year to do exactly that! 
Who are you planning to bring? 

Mary Ball Blessings 
Marty Monts 
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History of May Day
May Day is a time to celebrate the onset of May, the month that sees the Earth reaching itself ready 
to burgeon to its maximum capacity. Since the ancient days in England there prevailed a custom of 
"bringing in the May" on May Day. This was why people would go to the woods in the early dawn. 
There they picked flowers and lopped off tender branches to bring them in and decorate the 
houses. 

Roots of May Day celebration in America - The Puritans frowned on May Day, so the day has never 
been celebrated with as much enthusiasm in the United States as in Great Britain. But the tradition 
of celebrating May Day by dancing and singing around a maypole, tied with colorful streamers or 
ribbons, survived as a part of the English tradition. The kids celebrated the day by moving back and 
forth around the pole with the streamers, choosing a May queen, and the hanging of May baskets 
on the doorknobs of folks -- are all the leftovers of the old European traditions. 

NEWSLETTER

May Pole - Celebrating May Day
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Treasurer 
DANALU KERR 
Ladies, 

Great News from the Treasurer!  Sixteen members paid their dues at the April meeting!  Isn't this 
exciting?  Now if the rest of the members get their money in we will be set for the 2015-2016 year.  
Bring your dues to the dinner meeting at Jackie’s Bistro and Bar on May 27th or mail it to Danalu 
Kerr 2700 Cowan Blvd., Apt. 427, Fredericksburg, VA 22401. 

Thanks for keeping MBWC strong! 

~Danalu 

Conservation 
JAN WRIGHT-WEIMER - CHAIR 

Sunday, May24th will be my "summer kick off" cookout at 2 pm. Bring your appetites and a bag of ice 
(my ice maker cannot keep up) 
We will have the "Tent City" set up in the back yard so rain or shine----we will party! 

I will be on a cruise for a week 18-23 so I cannot attend a great program for CONSERVATION: 
    3rd Annual Living in the Garden: 
    A Plant Lover's Symposium 
    Saturday, May 16, 2015 - Lee Hall of UMW 
    1301 College Avenue • Fredericksburg,VA 22401 
    8:30am to 3:30pm Cost is $45 and that includes a box lunch 
 
Register by May 9th. For a full description of the lectures and choice of box lunch.....go to the 
website: http://www.mgacra.org/ This is sponsored by The Virginia Cooperative Extension of Va. 
Tech and Va. State University. If you are unable to go to the website and would like a copy of the 
brochure for this event emailed to you, send an email to maryballwomansclub@outlook.com to 
request a copy. 

Also, remember to save Boxtops for Education !  Even with Peggy's retirement, we will continue to 
support the Spotswood E.S.! 

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT...PLANT SOMETHING GREEN...EVEN A PLANTER OF PARSLEY ON 
YOUR KITCHEN WINDOW LEDGE WILL HELP, AND YOU CAN USE IT FOR COOKING! 
 ~ Jan Weimer 

Women’s History and Resource Center 
MADALIN BICKEL  - CHAIR 

Hello Ladies, 
I am sharing this vital information about the status of preserving Fredericksburg's history to each 
and every one of you. If you have not joined any of the local museum and/or historical groups,  this 
might encourage you to do so. The day of giving which was last Tuesday is a big day. Maybe MBWC 
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can get into the action, too. If not, each of you can do what you are 
able. Thanks. We must all be caretakers of the most historical city in 
the USA! (See side box for upcoming historical events!) 
  
Additionally, I am going to try and plan a MBWC tour of the Mary 
Ball House and the Kenmore estate for this summer and would like 
to know how many members/guests would be interested. Remember 
to support the HFFI and the George Washington Foundation, if you 
can. On a side note: Those of you who attended the Jane Beale tea 
last summer might be interested in knowing that her house on Lewis 
street has been purchased and is currently being historically 
renovated. I drove by it. It will be fantastic! 
  
~Madalin 

Communications 
AMANDA MILLER - CHAIR 
I have updated our Website! I am very excited about some of the 
added features! I have archived the Newsletters on there! So now if 
you lost your copy, or want to share a copy with a friend, you can 
easily access and download the newsletters from our website! I also 
added a comment section! That allows visitors to our site to post 
comments, suggestions or questions straight to the webpage! Please 
take a moment to share the website with everyone you know! 

We are making progress at getting the timing of our Newsletter just 
right!  The ultimate goal is to have the deadline for monthly 
submissions be the 25th of each month prior to publication. (We are 
getting closer!) Please submit all articles to the Mary Ball email 
address at: maryballwomansclub@outlook.com.  Or by calling 
Amanda Miller at 252-646-8442. With all of your help we can try to 
get a relevant monthly newsletter out to everyone by the 1st of each 
month!  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me. 

Many Blessings   

~Amanda 
 

Home Life 
DONNA ELLIOTT - CHAIR 
Ladies, 

School Dressing Days (SDD) -  August 2015 

The Interfaith Community Council (ICC) will be holding its annual School Dressing Days (SDD) 
event on Friday August 14 and Saturday August 15 from 9 am - 3 pm each day.  The location is the 
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Additional Virginia 
Historic Site Events

5/16: "James Monroe's 
Fredericksburg" Walking Tour

—James Monroe Museum

5/23: Building George's 
House-Stone Masonry 

Demonstration—Ferry Farm

6/5: First Friday—Downtown 
Fredericksburg

6/27: Building George's 
House-Timber Hewing 

Demonstration—Ferry Farm

6/22-26: History Camp in 
Fredericksburg—George 
Washington Foundation & 

Washington Heritage 
Museums

6/28: Elizabeth Monroe 
Birthday Celebration—James 

Monroe Museum

7/6-7: Major Monroe's History 
Camp—James Monroe 

Museum

7/25: Building George's 
House-Brick Masonry 

Demonstration—Ferry Farm
 

Please check with the 
sponsoring organizations prior 
to any event to confirm details.

mailto:maryballwomansclub@outlook.com
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Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints on Bragg Road (about 
1/4 mile from back entrance to Central Park).  The SDD 2015 
event will be held the weekend AFTER the GFWC VA State 
Conference - so hopefully there should not be any conflicts with 
GFWC events this year. 
Volunteers will be needed and sincerely appreciated to help with: 
SDD setup Thursday August 13 8 am - 1 pm 
SDD event Friday August 14 8:30 - 3 pm 
SDD event Saturday August 15 8:30 - 3 pm 

Again this year I am in charge of ordering, purchasing, and 
distributing the school supplies for the approximately 1200 
students who will attend SDD 2015.  On Thursday morning Aug 
13, I will need volunteers to help organize the school supplies and 
to stuff the grade-level bags with the school supplies.  On Friday 
Aug 14 and Sat Aug 15, I will need volunteers to handout the bags 
to the students as well as to stuff more bags with supplies.  (Note:  
MBWC is donating 100 backpacks for SDD again this year!) 

Please mark your calendars for the above dates and times.  I will 
be calling MBWC members over the next 2-3 months and asking 
them to volunteer some time for this SDD event.  Any amount of 
time would be helpful and greatly appreciated.  I would suggest 
volunteering for a block of  2, 4, or 6 hours on either day. 

Most of all …  please consider volunteering for this very 
worthwhile event.  We have a good time of fellowship and fun, and meet new people from many 
churches and businesses in the Fredericksburg area.  The students and families that are served by 
this event are very appreciative of the items they receive and the volunteers that help them. 

Wishing Mary Ball blessings for all, 

~Donna Elliot  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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

Naomi Allen - May 30 

Sandra King - May 30  
 
If we have forgotten your birthday please 
let us know so we can update our records! 

Monthly Club Meeting is our 
May Dinner Meeting at 
Jackies Bistro and Bar at  
6:30 PM 

MAY 
HIGHLIGHTS

News From The GFWC 
Convention 

 
GFWC celebrated its 125th birthday  at the 

convention this past weekend. At the Saturday 
luncheon we were treated to a historical 

presentation which will be able to be viewed on 
the website in the near future. One fact I 

remember from the well done presentation was 
that GFWC women's clubs started 75  percent 

of the libraries in America! We are also the 
reason that you are wearing seat belts in your 

cars ladies! Hopefully you will have time to 
watch the presentation on line and be amazed 
as I was at all the wonderful things GFWC has 
accomplished for the benefit of others! ~Marty 

GFWC State Art Show 
Congratulations to our ladies who had their 
art and craft items judged at conference.   
Amanda Miller won Blue Ribbon for her 
jewelry, Red Ribbon for her child's dress 
and her beautiful  butterfly craft won a 

Yellow.  Madalin won Blue for her jewelry 
tree and a Blue on her beautiful Spring 

wreath.  Alice won a Red on her self portrait.  
Sandy won red on her handmade quilt.  

Marty won a Blue on her stain glass mirror 
and her story.   These ladies did Mary Ball 

Woman’s Club very well.  

I do believe we will do well next year so let's 

get artsy and crafty and blow the top off 
ribbon winning again next year!!


~Shirley
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Please join us on Sunday, June 28, 2014, for the first Mary Ball Women's Club 
Paint and Partake fundraiser and membership afternoon at the Evergreens @ 
the Preserve at Smith Run from 2-6pm.  $45 per person includes canvas, paint, 
all supplies, instruction and refreshments! Bring out your inner Picasso…or 
Monet or Van Gogh and paint SUNFLOWERS!  

• Bring a friend and introduce them to the Mary Ball Woman's Club and share 
an afternoon of fun and camaraderie.   

• No previous painting experience or skills required. Get inspired and help raise 
funds to support the Arts in our local public schools.  

• The afternoon will begin with a brief overview of the artists who will inspire 
us and basic painting tools and techniques.   

• During the afternoon of painting, we will serve refreshments and you will 
have the opportunity to socialize with the members and guests.   

• There will also be door prizes and a silent auction or raffle. (surprise!) 

To make your reservations, please contact Alice Stone @ averyalice@aol.com, 
(540)220-6993, or via Face Book -  Alice Stone OR Paint and Partake. Or 
contact Marty Monts or Sandra King.

Paint and Partake Fundraiser 
ALICE STONE

Flower Power and Convention Sales 
 
Flower Power Sales:

Thank you so much for your orders for flowers ladies! They were mailed on Monday April 27th and 
we made a profit $220.00. We will be doing the fall bulb sales this year now that I have the hang of 
it so please think of those bulbs for planting in October thru January. We will distribute the sales 
kits for the fall bulbs in August and collect them at the September meeting. Our goal is to make 
$1000.00 in sales on this. I think we can if everyone sells some plus, Amanda is going to set this 
one up on line for us so we will be able to sell to relatives. I planted my bulbs in January before I 
left for Florida and they came up and did fine this year! Happy planting!


Convention Sales: 
Peggy Schlegelmilch, Shirley Main, Jan Weimer, and Marty Monts sold the cookbooks, notecards, 
a quilt, purses, and Jan's famous boozie cakes at the state convention. Though the time was 
short, the sales were excellent! Our profit for the two hours $414.00! Thank you to everyone who 
helped! Especially to Suzie Smith who was able to get us a table just in the nick of time!

mailto:averyalice@aol.com
mailto:averyalice@aol.com
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CALENDAR 

May 25  Articles due for June Newsletter! 

May 24  Jan’s “Summer Kick Off Cookout” 2pm 

May 31   Northern District’s Garden Party Tea and Fashion Show 
   GFWC Headquarters:  
   1734 N Street, N.W. 
   Washington D.C. 
   2pm-5pm 

June 13-15  2015 GFWC Annual Convention and 125th Anniversary Celebration  
   Memphis, TN 

Aug 7-9  Summer Conference 
   Kirkley Hotel, Lynchburg, VA 

Sept 19  Fall District Meeting 
   Piedmont Club, Haymarket, VA

Mary Ball Womans Club 
How to reach us: 

Email:  maryballwomansclub@outlook.com 

Website: http://maryballwomansclub.wix.com/maryball 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/maryballwomansclub 

GFWC Website: http://www.gfwc.org/

Mark Your Calendars! 
Important upcoming dates and reminders:

Helpful Hint! Cut out this bubble and post it somewhere you can refer to easily! Or share with a friend!

mailto:maryballwomansclub@outlook.com
http://maryballwomansclub.wix.com/maryball
https://www.facebook.com/maryballwomansclub
http://www.gfwc.org/
mailto:maryballwomansclub@outlook.com
http://maryballwomansclub.wix.com/maryball
https://www.facebook.com/maryballwomansclub
http://www.gfwc.org/
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Final Reminders: 
Our May meeting will be held at a  different location. This is a dinner 
meeting and we will be eating out at the new restaurant in Westwood 
Shopping Center which was formerly Lonestar Steak House. It is now 
Jackie's Bistro and Bar. We will be able to order from the reasonably 
priced menu items that are healthy and HOMEMADE! I stopped by last 
week and met with the new owner who also showed me the new bright 
decor and private room. This restaurant also donates 5 percent back to the 
clubs who hold monthly meetings there! Please let us know if you plan to 
bring a guest to our May meeting so we will know how many to expect. 
TIME 6:30pm ~Marty 

Please bring your box tops for education to the meeting and give them to 
Rebecca Simmons. She will keep a total amount for us so we will know 
how much we give to Spotswood Elementary each year.

What is 
the month 

of May? 
ALS Awareness 

Month 
     

Asian Pacific 
American Heritage 

Month 
     

Asthma Awareness 
Month 

     
Borderline 
Personality 

Disorder 
Awareness Month 

     
Celiac Awareness 

Month 
    

    Mental Health 
Awareness Month 

     
Haitian Heritage 

Month 
     

Hepatitis 
Awareness Month 

     
Jewish American 
Heritage Month 

     
Lupus Awareness 

Month 
     

Motorcycle 
Awareness Month 

     
National Bike 

Month 
   

National Mobility 
Awareness Month 

Zombie 
Awareness Month 

National Foster 
Care Month 

Scandinavian 
American Heritage 

Month 

National Skin 
Cancer Awareness 

Month

Community Bulletin Board 
Laughter is the best medicine! Here is a joke for this month submitted by 
Jan! 

“SHAMPOO WARNING  
DO NOT wash your hair with shampoo while in the shower! 
Many people use shampoo in the shower.  However, when doing so, the 
shampoo runs down the body!  Printed clearly on the shampoo label:  "FOR 
EXTRA BODY AND VOLUME".  No wonder people gain weight! 

STOP USING SHAMPOO - START USING DISHWASHING LIQUID!  It's 
label reads: "DISSOLVES FAT THAT IS OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO 
REMOVE".  Problem solved!” 

Thanks for the Laugh Jan! 

(If you would like to share some news on our new Community Bulletin 
Board; Please send an email to Amanda Miller at our Mary Ball Email 
account: maryballwomansclub@outlook.com  
and include in the subject line that it is for the CBB. Or you can call Amanda 
at 252-646-8442.  This is the place for prayer requests, well wishes, event 
notifications, buy/sell items, ask for help from other members or simply 
share an inspirational quote with everyone! It will be placed on the last page 
of every newsletter!)

mailto:maryballwomansclub@outlook.com
mailto:maryballwomansclub@outlook.com
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Mary Ball Womans Club 
C/O Marty Monts -President  
20 Fox Run Ln 
Fredericksburg VA 22405

Please Deliver To:

Mary Ball Womans Club 

Email:  maryballwomansclub@outlook.com 

Website: http://maryballwomansclub.wix.com/maryball 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/maryballwomansclub 

a proud member of the GFWC(General Federation of Womens clubs) For more information visit 
www.GFWC.org
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